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“Keepers of the Light”
2010-2011 School Theme

Mr. David Holtzhouse, Superintendent
Mr. Nick Stratis, Upper School Principal

Mrs. Chanda Mangiaracina, Fine Arts Director, Vdoakctor
Mrs. Maribeth Trill, Instrumental Director

Praise ye the Lord. Praise God in His sanctuargraise Him in the firmament of His power.
Praise Him for His mighty acts: praise Him accomlj to His excellent greatness.
Praise Him with the sound of trumpet: praise Himitlv the psaltery and harp.
Praise Him with the timbrel and dance: praise Himith the stringed instruments and organs.
Praise Him upon the loud cymbals: praise Him uptime high sounding cymbals.
Let everything that hath breath praise the LordPraise ye the Lord.
Psalm 150

Philosophy
» Since music is a gift from God, we will make musith thankfulness, humility, and joy.

* We will engage in our music making with care argtilline, striving to reflect the
incredible detail, beauty, and creativity of Godfeation.

» The excellence of our music, although a worthy gaaist not be an idol but rather a
witness for our Lord.

* Inthe Keswick band, we will to make Christ our rehalemonstrating love for Him and
one another.




Keswick Christian School Band Handbook page 2

KCS BANDS

All performing groups require a full school yeanmumitment of participation

Co-Curricular Groups

These groups meet daily during the school daypafih they all also involve commitments outsidehef t
school day. All attendance and grading policiesmpace at extracurricular events, just as they a
during the school day. Those who are considereiggoa member of these groups should carefully
consider the demands of the group before makingehelong commitment (please see Fine Arts
Calendar). At extracurricular events, parents aq@dk up their student on time. Those who remainy|
after the event is over will jeopardize their pagation in the future.

Intermediate Band is for students in grades 6, 7, and 8 with sonmel lexperience. This group
participates in several concerts and band assesg®darmances a year, while building skill and
musicality in performing music that will gradualigt more challenging. The prerequisites for stuglent
wishing to join the percussion section are at leastyears of piano lessons and a recommendation
from the piano teacher, good behavior in beginhiagd, and purchase of necessary sticks and
mallets.

Wind Ensembleis for students in grades 9-12. They perform ateas, community events, the KCS
Annual Banquet, churches, and judged assessmdr@Kdswick Wind Ensemble has a tradition of
performing challenging music literature with exeelte. The members of the Wind Ensemble are
selected on the basis of musical skill, behaviat maturity. In addition to class time, the Wind
Ensemble may require some additional morning resaémfrom 7:15-7:50.

Extra-Curricular Groups

Crusader Varsity Band is comprised of band members in grades 7-12. Tdrsity Band performs at
pep rallies, home football games and other eve@tgeria for membership include the ability to
perform the music with confidence and commitmerth®rehearsal and performance schedule.

Keswick Ringersis a handbell choir consisting of students in gsadd2. This group meets before
school twice a week and performs several timeygar. The criteria for membership are passing a
music theory test and commitment to the group’&dale.
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ATTENDANCE AT EXTRACURRICULAR BAND EVENTS

Excused Absence Reasons:

* Sickness

* Death in the family

« EMERGENCY doctor appointment

» Other extenuating circumstances clearly outsidetimtrol of the student and parents

» Pre-arranged absences may be excused at the idis@kthe director if they are for
significant reason and if the director is approacheleast a week in advance with a note of

explanation. If the request is to miss a perforneattee importance of the performance will also be
weighed in whether or not the director excusessthdent.

Examples of unexcused absence reasomgiich result in the lowering of the student’s grad
based on the importance of the event missed ane:édsen why:

* Forgot

No ride

Homework, test, quiz, etc. due the following day

Conflict with other event (non-prearranged)
« Doctor’s appointment (non-emergency, could havenlsebeduled at another time)

If you question whether a reason for an absence éxcused, ask the director as far in advance
as possible. Attendance is an important part of Bath Absences affect the whole group in
rehearsals and performances. Those who habituallyiss performances may be excluded
from membership in performing groups.
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GRADING

*  75% of the student’s grade is based on parti@pati rehearsals, both during the school day and
extracurricular.

+ 15% of the grade is based on mastery of musicajrasents. Music mastery will be accomplished
using SmartMusic computer technology. Each familyshpay for a yearly subscription of $36. If you
do not currently have a SmartMusic subscriptiorapé send a check for $36, payable to KCS. If you
already have a current subscription, that is f8Braart Music computers will also be available on
campus. Siblings may use the same subscription

+ 10% of the grade is based on participation in @tfgrmances and events.

BAND CLASS EXPECTATIONS

. Be on time with your instrument, music folder, angencil.

. Please only play instruments when asked to do so.

. Please follow directions the first time given.

. Please remain in your seat unless you have peonissiget up.

. Be self-controlled. No shouting or rough playinguard.

. Food, gum and drink are not permitted in the bamafr. Clear H20O water is okay.

. Always behave in such a way that glorifies God dechonstrates love for one another.
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MUSIC
» Sheet music must be treated carefully and resplgndito not bend or fold.
* Always keep music in your music folder.
* Music folders must be stored in the student muairet or locker.
* Mark music with pencil only.
e See the band secretary if you need music. Othdests may not take music out of the cabinet.

» If music is lost, you are responsible for the replaent.

INSTRUMENTS AND EQUIPMENT

* Students must never play on someone else’s imstnd.
* Larger instruments may be rented from KCS for@per school year ($10 a month)

* When on campus, instruments must be stored im lpanod room locker. Instruments may not be left in
music building hallway, in front of music buildingy on the floor of the instrument storage room.

* Clarinet, saxophone, and double reed players teédve several good reeds at all times. Vandaeds
are recommended. A small supply is kept on hangudiecchase in emergencies.

* Percussionists must supply their own sticks ardlets. Seminole Music and Bringe Music have good
starter packs from Vic Firth. Here is what you theve: 2B snare drum sticks, concert band stybed tip,
Vic Firth American Classic or equivalent; 5A sndram sticks, drum set style, wood tip, any standbeieshd:;
Vic Firth T1 General timpani mallets; Musser M20@nmba mallets (dark blue yarn), rattan or two step
handles; Musser M23 bell/xylophone mallets (cleaah balls), rattan or two step handles; Sticklbege
enough to hold all of the above; and a drum praqgted.

* Instruments and music must be put away after eaeh

* Mouthpieces must be cleaned at home, not duehgarsal. Brass players should oil their valves an
grease their tuning slides at home, not duringaeda.
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FBA / ACSI ACTIVITIES

FBA stands for the Florida Bandmasters Associaflanparticipate in FBA activities, a student muavé
a minimum 2.0 grade point average.

All-State Band _auditions take place in September. Once selecté&tate students accompany their
director to the Florida Music Educators Associati@omvention held in Tampa, usually during the first
Thursday through Saturday in January. The All-SBeted is comprised of the some of the most
outstanding school musicians and is under the tehgeof a highly distinguished conductor. After
several days of rehearsal, the All-State groupBpara concert on the concluding Saturday. It gseat
musical experience worthy of the effort to audition

In the All-State Honor Band, studentsare selected on the basis of a band director retiom although
he/she is still expected to be able to performAtiié&tate Band audition materials with excellence.

One of the most educational events sponsored biyBiAeand ACSI isSolo and Ensemble Assessment
Students learn and improve a great deal as a i@&speparing a solo or ensemble. At the assessment
students will perform for a certified judge who Wwate the performance and provide comments. Wind
Ensemble students participate in the FBA Solo amekEhble Assessment in February, Intermediate Band
members participate in the ACSI Solo and Enseméegtival in April.

. For solos: KCS will attempt to assist in findingiano accompanist for every student who needs
one. Students are responsible for paying the paosompanist ($25. for Intermediate Band, $50. for
Wind Ensemble)

. High school band students earning a “superiorhgatin a grade 5 or more difficult solo may
perform at the FBA State Solo and Ensemble laténerspring.

FBA / ACSI Concert Band Assessmenis an event in which band performs three selesttbat will be
evaluated by a panel of certified judges, who midlke taped and written comments and assign a rtating
the performance. The Wind Ensemble will also penftwo selections they have never played before.
This is called “sight reading”. A judge will rat@Ww well the band reads this music. At the sightineg
phase, the band director may elect to have a stedeductor direct the band for a rating as well.

. High school bands that earn a “superior” ratingedigible to perform at the State Assessment later
in the spring.

. Because of the importance of these events, extrehearsals may be scheduled in the weeks
prior to assessment. Attendance at these rehearsaldl be mandatory.

As we participate in FBA / ACSI assessments, ldbaisure to honor our Lord with musical excellence
and a fine display of God-honoring character.
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AWARDS

Class Band Awards
Each school year, in grades 6 through 12, one stdden each class is chosen to receive an
award based on their grade point average, perfarenainclass and character.

Varsity Band Spirit Award
This award is given to a member of the Crusadesitf{aBand who demonstrates enthusiasm,
commitment, and excellence in Varsity Band partgn.

Most Improved Band Member Award
For Beginning Band and Intermediate Band members

Wind Ensemble Four-Year Senior Award

The Director's Award

This award is presented to the most outstandiregrirédiate Band student. Criteria for this award
will include involvement in various outside musieativities and/or honor groups, exemplary
behavior, and technique. This award is not onlyedam the student’s musical ability, but also on
moral character and spiritual maturity.

Senior Band Award

This award is given to the senior who has takdeast two years of Band in high school. The
recipient of this award is chosen by the teacheetd@n grade point average, performance in class,
participation, and character.

Outstanding and Most Outstanding Band Members

The John Philip Sousa Band Award
This is the Wind Ensemble’s most prestigious aw@riteria for this award will include a
“superior” rating at FBA Solo and Ensemble Assesdiiavolvement in outside musical
activities and honor groups, and performances atcth This student must have also demonstratgd
outstanding leadership, service to the band, examwplehavior, and spiritual maturity. This award
may not necessarily be awarded every year.

The Music Boosters Randall Kile Scholarship Award
This is a monetary award given to an outstandimgpsdand and/or choir student who will be
pursuing music in college. This award will be prasd at the High School Graduation Ceremony.
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STUDENT LEADERSHIP

Using Christ as our example, leaders are servaaéseh member must demonstrate a genuine concethdor
musical, moral, and spiritual welfare of the grogi@monstrated by a willingness to serve othersysimp
positive leadership, and encouraging others toldogame. Each member must attend all events, rgrivi
early and leaving only after all of the work isifihed. Each leadership team member must set aymosit
example in the way he/she conducts him/herselfelagr in rehearsal.

Band President

The President must put the needs of the band aifdas/her own personal needs or desires. The daesi
will be called upon to lead the band in the abseithe Director. He/she must be sensitive to tloeate of
the band and communicate student morale to the@ireThe President will lead special student mtsj@and
will assist the Band Director in any way possilde the proper functioning of the band.

Band Secretary
The Band Vice-President is responsible for asgjstie President in carrying out his/her dutiesiand
responsible for taking accurate attendancaldiand events.

Student Conductor
A student who is an exceptional musician may beeged to be the student conductor. This studelht wi
conduct the band at rehearsals, performances,tdahd assessment.
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BAND UNIFORMS

Music students will wear the exact, prescribed undrm for all performances. Jewelry and other
ornamentation must not be worn, with the exceptibsmall earrings for girls. Uniforms must be cleard
ironed. “Solid black” means that, from a few feeiag, one can only see the color black, without aiimer
distracting details (exterior pockets, brand badigege stitching or embroidery, “swoosh stripe&’ e

If a band member comes to a performance out obtmifthat student may not be allowed to perform thed
grade will be lowered.

Please always cover and hang up your uniform wloenaye not wearing it. Keep it clean and wrinkleefr
Please show respect to our uniform!

Intermediate Band Uniform:

Boys
» Solid black dress pants with a plain belt.
» Solid black socks and shoes.
e Tux shirt, tie and cumberbund

» Black skirt of appropriate length (purchased thiodusic Boosters)
* Black dress shoes.
e Tux shirt, tie and cumberbund

Wind Ensemble Formal Uniform:

Gentlemen
* White tux shirt.
* Black tux pants.
e Cummerbund and matching bow tie (rental item).
» Black dress shoes (purchased through Music Bogsters

Pants are to be worn so that the hem is at thelimaisnot around the hips. Only solid black socks
are to be worn. Bow ties are to be worn arounchéek properly. Tux shirt is to be buttoned down
including the cuffs at all times when on campusatahe performance sigHtet's always look classy
when in uniform!

Ladies
* Black dress (purchased through Music Boosters).
* Black hose.
» Black dress shoes (purchased through Music Bogsters
» Pearl necklace (purchased through Music Boosters).

The dress is to be worn with tied back for unifagmPearl necklace is to be worn throughout eacl
event. Black is the only color allowed for hoket’s always look classywhen in uniform!

—

AGAIN, UNIFORMS MUST ALWAYSBE COVERED AND HUNG UP WHEN NOT BEING WORN!

Students will be sized at the beginning of the stlyear for ordering of band uniforms. An itemizad is
provided throuah the Music Boosters for each met
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MUSIC BOOSTERS
(Excerpts from Music Booster By-Laws)

Mission

The Keswick Christian School Music Boosters Assiamwill exist in order to:

1.

Glorify God through the support of a God-honoringsie education for KCS students in grades 5-1p;

and through obedience to Scripture and to the mggoli the Holy Spirit in all decision-making,
communication and activity.
Help in the fulfillment of Christ's Great Commissiowitnessing as to the authenticity and power of

Christ actively working in us in all we do and shgth individually and corporately, knowing that ag

“Christian” is a part of our name we are held urgfgcial scrutiny.

Model appropriate Christian service and obediencedr children.

Provide for the financial needs of the band andrgir@grams when needs go beyond what is provi
by Keswick Christian School.

o

led

Support the music directors in the execution oirttieties, providing help where needed, and showing

respect for the authority of their position, in Wwand deed, to the band and choir students.
Encourage and hold accountable our individual ceiido invest their God-given talents wisely:

Working hard in band or choir, engaging in musiagbice regularly at home, and being a responsibje

band/choir member.

Provide for the additional needs of the music paogeas determined by the music directors and school

administration.

Membership

The membership is open to all parent(s) or guad)asf students participating in either vocal or
instrumental music in grades 5 — 12.

Dues

There are no dues for membership in The Boosters.

Parents: Please attend Music Booster meetings @nachve in Music Booster sponsored fundraisers and
event for the benefit your child and the music paogs.

Fundraisers

From time to time, it will be necessary to havediaisers to supply the necessary money to run tiecnprograms and purchase
equipment.

The music directors ask that every student pasdteifully in every fundraiser. This is a part ofrking together as a member of ou
team and is a way to instill the Biblical habitsdéwardship of time and treasure.

Thank you, in advance for helping to make our faiskrs a success this year
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FOR PARENTSHOW CAN | HELP WITH PRACTICEAT HOME?

It is important for parents to offer encouragemaam support. Your child will catch on to some tlingry easily. There
will be times, however, when a technique or coneglptbe difficult to learn. This is when your dtiwill need you the
most.

You can help your student to develop good pradtadats. Here are some suggestions on how to lebip\e good
practice habits:

1. HAVE A SET TIME TO PRACTICE EACH DAY. Help yowstudent make a wise choice about when this tinieowi

2. PROVIDE AN ADEQUATE PLACE TO PRACTICE. Your stent should have a straight chair to sit on, a osisind
and ample lighting.

3. HELP MAKE PRACTICE TIME FREE OF INTERRUPTIONS.
4. ASK YOUR CHILD TO PLAY CLASS ASSIGNMENTS FOR YQU
5. HAVE PATIENCE IN REMINDING YOUR STUDENT TO PRACQCE DAILY.

6. MAKE MUSIC A FAMILY ACTIVITY. Take your stuént to hear a concert. Purchase records or tdpgsd
musical performances. Have your child perform aiffamini-concert.

7. ENCOURAGE AND PRAISE YOU CHILD DAILY.

PRIVATE LESSONS

Studying with a highly qualified private instructisrone of the best ways to improve dramaticallyouar
instrument. Mrs. Trill keeps a list of private teacs in our area. Many of them are top notch psibesl
musicians, performing in the Florida Orchestra atiebr prestigious groups.
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2010-2011 KESWICK BAND COMMITMENT CONTRACT

PLEASE SIGN AND RETURN TO YOUR MUSIC DIRECTOR(S)dfzy as necessary) BY FRIDAY, AUGUST 14.
Please check the group(s) you will be committirig fithool year:

Intermediate Band
Varsity Band
Percussion Ensemble
Wind Ensemble

For the Student:

"I have read the band handbook, | agree to follbe tules in it, and | will cooperate with my dired(s) in every way. | will
attend all concerts and events pertaining to myug(s). | know this will take a lot of hard work,cahpromise to do my very best
at being an asset to my group(s), and to fulfill@ogd given musical potential this year."

Student name (please print) Student signature

For the Parent(s):

"l understand and commit to follow the contentthefband handbook. | understand that my encourageara commitment to
my child’s music education are a crucial part of son/ daughter's success. My child will particgat all concerts and events.
In the event there is an emergency, | will commateias early as possible with my child’'s music ctive”

Father signature Mother signature

For the Music Director:

“I am committed to giving each young person undgreadership an excellent, God-honoring experieh@éll do everything |
can to help this young person grow as a musiciarg person, and as a follower of Jesus Christllimadel Christ-like
behavior and motivation. When | am wrong | will atlita | will model forgiveness and will expect giweness. | will not settle
for anything less than the best for and from edaldent, so that he/she may fulfill his/her potdntidividually, and that we may
fulfill our potential as a team, to the glory of &b




